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Why Have a Will?
Everyone has the right to a Last Will & Testament, and regardless of how much you might own at death, it is your right and responsibility to determine how your remaining assets should be distributed.

A will allows you to:

· Provide for your spouse and other loved ones at your death; otherwise, the distribution of assets is left to state law and the courts.

· Determine the guardianship of any minor children.

· Identify who will oversee the distribution of your estate.
· Provide a charitable gift to ___________ Christian Church that will provide a witness to your heirs about the importance of your Christian faith and the church in your life.

A will should always be written by a qualified attorney familiar with your financial circumstances, family situation and your wishes. Advice from an attorney and other professional advisors should be sought when considering charitable giving.

To learn more about the importance of having a will, contact the Christian Church Foundation, which is the general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to help church members create a lasting legacy through planned gifts. Foundation development officers are ordained or licensed clergy who understand the church and stewardship. To speak to one, call (800) 668-8016.
Time to Dust off the Will?

When was the last time your reviewed your Last Will & Testament? During lifetime, changes occur – marriages (or re-marriages) happen, children are born or adopted, deaths occur.

A change in any of these circumstances often triggers the need to change your will. No estate is too small for a proper will. If you want your legacy gifts to go where you desire, you must have a will.

Reviewing your will provides you the opportunity to make sure the people and charitable causes most important to you are remembered. Have you ever seen a U-Haul attached to the back of a hearse?
Advice from an attorney and other professional advisors should be sought when considering legacy giving. You also may want to contact the Christian Church Foundation, which is the general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to help church members create a lasting legacy through planned gifts. Foundation development officers are ordained or licensed clergy who understand the church and stewardship. To speak to one, call (800) 668-8016.

What is it to Live Forever?

For the early Hebrews, living forever meant having progeny -- bearing children so that your name would “not depart from the earth.” Eternal life was through your “seed.”

Subsequent to the exile in Babylon, they adopted a notion of the soul and came to believe that the soul could live on after death and some believed in the possibility of resurrection, where not only the soul would live on but the body as well would enter into some kind of afterlife.

We typically don’t speculate much about afterlife, whether we are on the great wheel of karma, or whether we meet Peter at the pearly gate, or whether our children are our way to live on. The Apostle Paul considered it a mystery and a blessed hope. And many of us simply side with those who understand that the gospel is much more about “Thy Kingdom come, on earth . . .” than trying to get into some afterlife eternal real estate.

That being said, one very practical and gospel way to live on is through legacy giving. A legacy gift continues our influence, our intentions, our goals and our values even after we have crossed over into the mystery. It funds “Thy Kingdom come, on earth . . .” Even after we pass on, we live on.

Churches that encourage planned gifts often can provide ministries that “non-legacy giving churches” can only imagine -- youth programs, lecture series, mission trips, facility upgrades and repairs.

Let’s be aware of the gifts from so many faithful people before us who sacrificed and gave and passed to us this amazing church. As we receive this gift, let's be willing to match their faithfulness and generosity so that folks fifty years from now will be blessed by the generous faithfulness of our time in the life of the church.

Legacy giving is one faithful way of living on.
A Will Lets You…
· Designate who will act as executor of your estate in probate.

· Specify which items of property will go to specific individuals.

· Name the guardians of minor children in case of the death of you and your spouse.

· Leave property and a gift to the church: This can be a tremendous faith statement to your heirs, and a wonderful way to bless the ongoing ministry of our church.

To learn more about ways to leave a gift in your will – including the right type of assets that could ease the tax burden on heirs -- contact the Christian Church Foundation, which is the general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to help church members create a lasting legacy through planned gifts. You can (800) 668-8016 or send an e-mail to info@ccf.disciples.org.
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Tired of rolling the dice with your investments? Stock market volatility have you worried? Low interest rates not keeping pace with inflation?

With a life-income gift such as a charitable gift annuity, you can stabilize your stream of income AND make a future gift to __________________ Christian Church. While a charitable gift annuity is not an investment, it can be an extremely attractive way for senior citizens wanting to make a gift to UCC but unable to give up the stream of income from an investment.

A charitable gift annuity provides:
· Dependable, fixed annuity payments for one or two lives, based on a set rate established by the American Council on Gift Annuities. The older the annuitant when the charitable gift annuity contract is signed, the higher the payout rate.

· Charitable income tax deduction for part of the initial gift.

· A way to bypass capital gains taxes when using appreciated stocks or other securities.

· A future gift to _________________ Christian Church.

To learn more, call the Christian Church Foundation, for a free, confidential proposal, at (800) 668-8016. 

8 Important Reasons to Have a Will
Seven out of 10 of us DO NOT have a will!! What are we thinking? No will? Do we not care what happens to those assets we will leave behind? 

Did you know:
1. Without a will, your state’s laws—not you— determine how, when and to whom your property is distributed?
2. You can reduce (or perhaps even eliminate) estate taxes and save taxes in a survivor’s estate?
3. You can name your executor to manage and settle your estate?
4. You can designate beneficiaries for items such as heirlooms, art objects, jewelry or real estate?
5. You may create trusts to provide for your spouse, children and others?
6. Through a pourover will, you can transfer leftover assets to your living trust, bypassing probate?
7. You can be a blessing to __________ Christian Church through a bequest, which is simple, flexible and tax-deductible?
8. With a will, you can designate the guardian you wish for those under your care?
By including the church in your estate plan, there will be a little child in the future that will laugh out loud at the wonderful good news that God is love; a teenager one day on Spring break in Mexico that will see that love first hand; a struggling adult that will finally understand what grace means in so complex and difficult a world – because of you.
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Making a legacy gift to our congregation doesn’t have to be difficult.

It is as easy as making the church the beneficiary of all or part of one of your retirement accounts (traditional IRA, 401(k), 403(b), etc.). You can do the same thing with a life insurance policy. 

The process is simple and costs you nothing: Just contact your plan administrator or insurance representative and request a new beneficiary designation form. In many cases the form will be completed and mailed to you for your signature.

No lawyer fees, no complicated processes. It’s something you could do this week!

Want to learn about other ways to provide ________________ Christian Church with a legacy gift? Contact the Christian Church Foundation at (800) 668-8016.

 
In Remembrance
Members of our church gather each week around the communion table, reciting the words of Christ and participating in the sacred meal “in remembrance” of Jesus. That gift has been handed down generation to generation.

As we recall the names of those who have died, our minds are filled with precious memories. We are their legacy, and much of what we have – in both material and non-material things – have been handed down to us from them. But what will we hand down to those who follow? How will we be remembered? Will we leave more than an empty spot in a pew?

 As you plan for the distribution of your assets at your death, consider a charitable bequest to our church. This is one way your faith can be transferred to the next generation. This, and other types of planned gifts, can undergird our congregation’s ministry in perpetuity, providing resources that will allow future generations of Disciples to worship, serve others and continue the vital ministries of the church.

Christians also can use their estates to demonstrate one final act of stewardship. Our possessions are gifts from God, and God has intended for us to use them wisely throughout our lifetimes. Through our estate plans, we can provide for our loved ones while also making a faithful distribution back to God to further God’s work. We will be remembered by our giving.

Please remember the church in your will.

Thinking About Legacies

There are so many legacies from which we draw. Parents oftentimes leave us with a powerful set of values and a strong legacy of service and acceptance of others. Even our faith creates in us a legacy of strong biblical knowledge and curiosity and humility. 
Our congregation has invested in us legacies of affirmation and opportunity, of unconditional love and friendships that stand the test of time, of nurtured faith and tested values and growing stewardship.
As we focus on all the blessings left us by others, by our church and by our life experiences, we must ask ourselves: What legacy will I leave? 

Hopefully this legacy will include the hope of a strong faith, the enduring power of nonjudgmental love, and perhaps even the desire to make a difference in the world.

As part of this, consider how including the church in your end-of-life giving plans will provide a legacy to future generations seeking to grow in faith and wisdom.
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It’s true, whether we want to believe it or not: we can’t take our possessions with us at death. There’s no trailer on the back of a hearse!

That's why I’'s important, while we are able, to decide and name the recipients of our possessions before our earthly life ends. This allows us to remember the people and causes important to us. It lets us determine guardianship for any minor children.

And it’s one way to make a gift to __________________ Christian Church.

There’s many ways to do this. Some provide better tax advantages than others. There’s also ways you can receive a stream of income for life with the church getting the remainder at death.

To learn more, contact the Christian Church Foundation at (800) 668-8016 for free and confidential information.
What Will Be Your Legacy?
As Christians we rejoice with faith in the resurrection. Yet we also know the passage from life to death can be stressful on those who survive us.

You can ease some of that stress by acting now to put your estate plan in order. Who will be executor of your estate? Who will decide how your personal treasures are distributed? In addition to their own grief, can you imagine your loved ones struggling to find life insurance papers, bank accounts and other vital documents?

By creating a legal will or living trust, you can provide your next-of-kin with a peace of mind, knowing that you have already determined how your estate will be distributed and who will care for minor children. They will still grieve, but they won’t face the daunting task of making decisions that you could have made.

A will also provides an excellent opportunity to remember our congregation. A gift to the church through your will serves as a testament to your heirs of your faith in God and the resurrection. It provides you with one last opportunity to exemplify what it means to be a good steward, providing for others as God has provided for you during your lifetime. What a blessing you can be to future generations!
Drafting a will is a simple process, but make sure it is done right. By using expert advisors, such as attorneys and financial planners, your wishes can be honored after you are gone.

Retirement Assets can be a Great Gift
A retirement account, such as an IRA, 401(k), or 403(b), often comprises a large portion of a person’s wealth. Yet did you know they are the most heavily taxed — and a perfect instrument for making a charitable gift at death?

The way in which you distribute the assets in your retirement accounts can reflect your faith and values. By naming our church as beneficiary of your retirement account, you can pass on assets you no longer can use, and spare your estate the tax burden affiliated with these plans.

Simply ask the manager of your account to send you a beneficiary designation form, and complete it with the proper legal name of the church. Doing so allows the funds to pass tax-free.

Remember to consult your financial advisors on the ramifications of this decision since individual circumstances vary.

If you’d like to learn more about how you can help our church through a gift of retirement plan assets, contact the Christian Church Foundation, which is the general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to help church members create a lasting legacy through planned gifts. Foundation development officers are ordained or licensed clergy who understand the church and stewardship. To speak to one, call (800) 668-8016.

Endowing Your Church Pledge
While we consider our annual gifts to God and our congregation, we also need to realize we need to look at the “big” or long-term picture of our stewardship.

Did you know you can endow your church pledge so that, in perpetuity, your giving to the congregation will continue? You have the chance to leave a legacy that will positively impact our church long after your earthly life is over. 

This is done by simply creating a permanent fund through the Christian Church Foundation, our denomination’s general ministry devoted to this kind of work. The fund will annually distribute an amount equal to your pledge. This is done by using a simple formula:


Annual Pledge X 25 =


Amount Needed in Permanent Fund

This formula assumes a 4% payout and a growth of principal to keep pace with inflation.

For example: Your annual pledge is $5,000. By creating a permanent fund — perhaps through a gift in your will — of $125,000, our congregation will start receiving $5,000 a year. As the fund’s value grows to keep pace or ahead of inflation, the amount distributed to the church in your name also grows.

While it takes just $1,000 to start a permanent fund, many Disciples create planned gifts that name their permanent fund as the charitable beneficiary – thus enabling their permanent fund to reach a level that will allow them to endow their church pledge.

To learn more about how a permanent fund can help our church, contact our pastor or the Christian Church Foundation, which is the general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to help church members create a lasting legacy through planned gifts. Foundation development officers are ordained or licensed clergy who understand the church, financial matters and stewardship. To speak to one, call (800) 668-8016.

What Does the Lord Require?
Scriptures tell us to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8).  Every day Disciples are praying to discern God’s will for their lives. What does the Lord require of us? 

One idea to consider is to create a legacy with your family finances that will continue ministry beyond your lifetime.  You can establish a permanent fund during lifetime and create signed documents that provide for additions at the time of death.  

What ministries do you love?  You decide what ministries will receive an annual distribution from your permanent fund each year in perpetuity.  

Once you have considered the ministries that you would like to benefit with a legacy gift, consult your professional advisors and a Christian Church Foundation representative for ideas on how choosing certain assets (especially tax-burdened assets like IRAs or 401(k)s ) can increase the overall value of your estate.  Changes to your plan can often be accomplished with simple beneficiary designation form changes, without the expense of revising the will or trust documents already in place.

Permanent funds, such as those held in trust by the Christian Church Foundation, support the ministries of the donor’s choosing. We hope you would consider a legacy gift that would support our church in your plans.

To learn more about permanent funds through the Foundation, call (800) 668-8016.
Permanent Funds Undergird Ministry Forever
Through an outright gift, or a charitable bequest, of $1,000 or more, you can have your own named fund at the Christian Church Foundation that will distribute dollars annually to the ministries of your choosing – such as our congregation.

The Foundation is the general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to help church members create a lasting legacy through planned gifts. The Foundation manages permanent funds and legacy gifts from donors.

Creating a permanent fund at the Foundation is simple and flexible:

· Simple, because with a tax-deductible gift of $1,000 or more, a donor can establish the fund. Additional gifts can be made during life or at death, simply by naming the Foundation as a charitable beneficiary in your estate.

· Flexible, because the donor completes a permanent fund gift agreement that can be amended during life without having to pay attorney fees. That way you, as the donor, can add or alter charitable beneficiaries of the fund as needs change. In addition, you can create contingency charitable beneficiaries of the fund in case those ministries change, close or lose their connection with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).
To learn more, visit the Foundation website at www.christianchurchfoundation.org or call (800) 668-8016.
Leaving a Gift in Your Will

Your gifts to our church ensure the continuation of the mission and ministry far into the future. By making a charitable bequest, your heirs will know the important role that faith and the church played in your life.
Here’s some phrasing to share with your legal advisors in making a charitable bequest to the church:

· Designate the amount of your bequest
 “I give, devise, and bequeath to __________ Christian Church, (city, state)  the sum of _____ dollars ($ ___ ) [or other specifically described personal or real property] for its general uses and purposes.” 
· Designate a Specific Percentage
“I give, devise, and bequeath to __________ Christian Church, (city, state) an amount equal to _____ percent ( ___%) of the value of my gross or net estate at the time of my death for its general uses and purposes.”
· Designate a Residual Bequest
“I give, devise, and bequeath to __________ Christian Church, (city, state) all of the residue of my estate, both real and personal, for its general uses and purposes.”
· Designate a Contingent Bequest
“If the above-named beneficiaries should predecease me, then I give, devise, and bequeath to __________ Christian Church, (city, state) all of my property and estate, both real and personal, for its general uses and purposes.” 
A will should always be written by a qualified attorney familiar with your financial circumstances, family situation and your wishes for your estate. Advice from an
attorney and other professional advisors should be sought when considering charitable giving.

A Gift Anyone Can Make

Everyone, during their lifetime, accumulates “things.” Personal property such as vehicles, jewelry, real estate, and savings or other financial accounts all make up the “stuff” we gather during our lifetimes.

But what happens to those things at our deaths? Who decides where these things go? You can, if you act to create a will or other trust document. This allows you to distribute your assets to the people and causes you select; otherwise the legal system will determine the distribution – at a cost.

Through your will, you can designate a gift to our church that will bless the Christian witness forever. Including the church in your will costs you nothing now yet makes a wonderful faith witness for your family, friends and others. It is a gift anyone can make, and costs nothing during lifetime.
A will should always be crafted by a qualified attorney familiar with your financial circumstances, family situation and your wishes for your estate. Advice from an
attorney and other professional advisors should be sought when considering charitable giving.

To learn about ways to make legacy gifts through your will, contact the Christian Church Foundation at (800) 668-8016. The Foundation is the general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to help church members create a lasting legacy through planned gifts. 
Giving & Receiving: The Charitable Gift Annuity

If you’ve been experiencing the bumpy ride of the stock market, or trying to make ends meet while living off the interest of certificates of deposit that pay a fraction of what they did years ago, now may be the time for you to consider making a planned gift that will provide you with a stream of payments for life. That’s right: You can make a charitable gift that will pay you for life… or in other words, you can give AND receive!
The charitable gift annuity works like a commercial annuity, except part of your gift (of either cash or stock) qualifies for a charitable tax deduction. In exchange, you get a set amount of the original gift as a payment for life; the percent is determined by your age at the time the gift is made. Furthermore, a portion of your payments are received tax free.
At the annuitant’s death, the charitable remainder will be provided to our church.

Because of the legal nature of these gifts, we recommend you contact the Christian Church Foundation, our denomination’s general ministry devoted to planned giving, at (800) 668-8016. Foundation staff members are experts in this area and can, confidentially, help you make the kind of gift that is right for you and the church. 
Banking for a Future Gift

Sometimes, in the abundance God provides, we can find ourselves with more wealth in a given year than we might have thought – in many times, forcing us to pay more in taxes.

Through the Christian Church Foundation, a general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) that is focused on helping Disciples with planned giving, one alternative to paying higher taxes is to open a Donor-Advised Fund, called a “Steward’s Bank.”

The Steward’s Bank allows an individual to make a charitable gift, but “advise” at a later time that all or part of the gift be distributed to the church or other charitable causes. At least 51% must go to ministries related to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The gift can be cash or appreciated securities; in additional to income tax savings, capital gain taxes can be bypassed if donating appreciated securities.

The Steward’s Bank makes sense for individuals

· In high earning years wanting to save tax dollars, but not sure which charities to support;
Desiring to remain charitable in later years, and would like to have an “account” to draw upon when annual income is lower;
· Interested in certain aspects of having a private foundation, but not wanting the burdens associated with administering one.
To learn more, contact the Foundation at (800) 668-8016.
Simple Ways to Give
One of the simplest ways to leave a gift to our church is to use the beneficiary designation on savings and retirement accounts, as well as life insurance policies. These can be done with no cost, and typically only require us to sign a new beneficiary designation form.
Retirement assets and similar accounts are called Income in Respect of a Decedent (IRD) assets. This is taxable income that's earned during life but not received before death, so it is never included in an income tax return. This may be assets in Individual Retirement Accounts or 403(b) plans, accrued interest on Certificates of Deposit and savings bonds, nonqualified stock options, deferred payments of capital gains, or other income that is earned but not acquired.

In most cases, naming the church as the beneficiary of these types of assets gives the estate and heirs the best tax benefits, since it avoids both income and estate taxes.

Life insurance also can be an excellent gift, too. Naming the church as a primary or contingent beneficiary of an existing or new life insurance policy will result in a federal estate tax deduction for the full amount of the proceeds payable to the church regardless of policy size. 
Because individual situations vary, be sure to consult your financial and tax advisors, as well as the Christian Church Foundation, the general ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) designed to help church members create a lasting legacy through planned gifts. The Foundation can be reached at (800) 668-8016.
Gifts Can Provide You with Payments for Life
If you’ve been experiencing the bumpy ride of the stock market, or trying to make ends meet while living off the interest of certificates of deposit that pay a fraction of what they did years ago, now may be the time for you to consider making a planned gift that will provide you with a stream of payments for life. That’s right: You can make a charitable gift that will pay you for life.

There are two basic types of life-income gifts: the charitable gift annuity and the charitable remainder trust.

The charitable gift annuity works like a commercial annuity, except part of your gift (of either cash or stock) qualifies for a charitable tax deduction. In exchange, you get a set amount of the original gift as a payment for life; the percent is determined by your age at the time the gift is made. Furthermore, a portion of your payments are received tax free.

A charitable remainder trust is a little more complicated, and can be funded with stocks and bonds, real estate or other appreciated assets. The assets are donated into a charitable trust, with the trust making annual payouts based on its market value.

One of the best things about these types of planned gifts is that our church can be the residual charitable beneficiary. The residual at the time of your death goes to the church in your name.

We recommend you contact the Christian Church Foundation, our denomination’s general ministry devoted to planned giving, at (800) 668-8016. Foundation staff members can help provide you and your attorney with information to help you make the kind of gift that is right for you and the church.
Be Deliberate in Planning
The Apostle Paul, in his second letter to the church at Corinth, writes: “So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you, and arrange in advance for this bountiful gift that you have promised, so that it may be ready as a voluntary gift and not as an extortion.” (2 Corinthians 9: 5)
Paul indicates it is not enough to intend to be a good steward. You must plan, and it is by carefully making provisions for a planned gift and implementation of that plan that you will be able to enjoy the fruits of Christian stewardship!

Paul admonishes us to be deliberate in considering the mission and ministry of the church for which the gift will be used. In the case of the Corinthians, Paul reminds them of the great purpose: to alleviate the poverty of the Jerusalem Christians and to help preserve the unity of the church. 

Planning to include our church in your will involves more than just contacting an attorney and drafting a will. Making a bequest to our church involves thoughtful discussion with your family: spouse, children, perhaps siblings, and others with whom you have an important relationship and those who have a relationship to your estate.

Ultimately, making the right decision will allow you, the giver, to find greater joy and fulfillment in the process and completion of the gift.

Make this the Year of Your Legacy

What better goal for this year than to create your own personal legacy to continue your ministry beyond your own lifetime? We support our congregation and other ministries with our gifts during our lifetimes, but creating a legacy through a permanent fund means our ministry will continue for all perpetuity.

Create a list of the ministries you love and support now.  Consider your own dreams for those ministries for the future. Next consider all the goals you have (support your family, provide for your own retirement, provide an education for grandchildren, etc.).  

Meet with your professional advisor or Christian Church Foundation representative to learn how informed estate planning can increase the overall value of your estate with a gift of tax-burdened assets (like IRAs, 401(k), or savings bonds) to the church.

Permanent funds, such as those held in trust by the Christian Church Foundation, support the ministries of the donor’s choosing. We hope you will consider a legacy gift that would support our church’s ongoing witness.

There will always be the poor, the sick and the disenfranchised in our world.  We will always need to help provide for ministerial education. Long after our lifetimes there will be people teaching other people about Jesus Christ.  Create your legacy now to support these ministries now and beyond your lifetime.  

To learn more, contact the church office or the Christian Church Foundation, the general ministry of the church that helps members and congregations with planned gifts and permanent funds, at (800) 668-8016.

ADDITIONAL SNIPPETS

(for use in newsletters or church bulletins)
   Many congregations make a regular practice of reminding members to include the church in their estate planning. These gentle reminders give persons cause to regularly consider including the church as a beneficiary in their estate planning. Congregations report that regularly placed announcements in a worship bulletin or church newsletter will encourage persons to make bequests to the church.

   The following snippets may be used in a church bulletin or in a church newsletter:

Estate planning -- some people don't want to think of such! Others make plans that include

only their families. Please remember your church family in your estate plans.

Please remember the church in your will.

Share your love for the church with future generations. Leave a legacy gift to our congregation.
Endow your church pledge through a gift in your will.

Consider God’s call on your life as you plan to distribute your estate.

If you intend to make a gift to the Church from your estate at death, consider naming the church as a beneficiary on your traditional IRA or retirement plan. This type of property is subject to both estate taxes and income taxes if left to your heirs.
Creating an estate plan is good stewardship.

Does your Last Will & Testament reflect YOUR faith?

We owe our children and grandchildren the example of lives lived with integrity and willingness to learn and grow and remain faithful to the Christian values we proclaim. What better example could we offer than including our church in our estate plans? 

Someone told me once they had never seen a hearse with a hitch trailer behind it. Guess if

we can't take it with us, we might as well decide how and where it is left behind. Remember your church's mission in your estate planning.

Don’t let talk about a “will” get you down; instead consider the light and life a gift through your will can provide for future Christians.

Love this church? Let your estate plan be a testament of that love.

Christian Church Foundation P.O. Box 1986  Indianapolis, IN 46206-1986  www.christianchurchfoundation.org
(800) 668-8016


